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PERTH STADIUM — PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE 
214. Ms A. SANDERSON to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the contract for the Perth Stadium footbridge. Is it true that upon coming to government, things have 
been progressing well with the project and that disputes among the project’s contractors have only recently 
become known within government? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
I thank the member for Morley for that question. Like the Premier, I was surprised at some of the comments 
from the opposition about this footbridge that, according to the opposition, somehow construction of the bridge 
was going very well. I think the member for Scarborough said, “I want to see some evidence that it’s not going 
well.” Here it is! As members can see from this photograph, there is no bridge. That is the evidence. Things are 
not going very well. There is no bridge. When the member for Scarborough is walking along the shores in 
East Perth, where is the evidence? Look around—the bridge is not there, despite the former government saying it 
would be open by December last year. To double-check the opposition’s facts — 
Mr J.E. McGrath interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for South Perth! 
Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! Member for Armadale, your own member is on her feet. I call you to order for the 
first time. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Some claims have been made, so I wanted to double-check exactly what the former 
government was advised. In October last year, the former government was advised that there were delays to steel 
fabrication; a contract management team had to be sent to Malaysia to understand what was happening; final 
delivery of the bridge would be dependent on the first shipment; the Welding Technology Institute of Australia 
had to be engaged and sent to double-check what was happening. On the delivery dates, the first shipment was 
pushed back to 2 January. On top of that, the fabricating yard being used had been sold to another company—
a wind turbine company owned by a Korean company. That was all going well apparently, according to the 
former government. In January, the government was advised of contractual disputes between the subcontractor 
and the lead contractor, York Rizzani. The government was advised of those disputes. When we entered 
government, some of the first advice I got was of a dispute about the fabricating yard and that work may not be 
able to be finished there because of an ownership dispute and access to the yard. This was all information known 
by the previous government and, of course, construction of the bridge was meant to be finished last year. The first 
shipment was meant to have been pushed out to January this year and then it was pushed out to May, but nothing 
happened. In the meantime, the state was liable for millions of dollars in costs because the former government 
changed the location of the bridge halfway through the process. It was therefore subject to claims worth millions 
of dollars. It was then subject to further claims because of the way the former government had structured the 
contract for the stadium across the river. So we had to have a plan. The head contractor was not happy and 
terminated its contract with the subcontractor. Now we have a plan. Standing on the shores of East Perth waiting 
for some arches to drift down the river from Malaysia is not a plan. We have a plan going forward. The contract 
gave us no leverage for delivery timetables. So the former government entered into a contract — 
Mr J.E. McGrath interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for South Perth, I call you to order for the first time. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: We have a plan going forward to ensure that the bridge is open in March next year. Members 
opposite had no plan and they are anti-jobs. They are not wanting 250 jobs in WA. Members opposite rejected 
and opposed the Roe 8 jobs; they wanted the 238 workers not to have further jobs, and now they are opposing 
500 jobs. 
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